Checklist for Multiple-Choice Test Items

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  1. Does the item assess a single learning objective?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  2. Is the item based on a specific problem stated clearly in the stem?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  3. Do the stem and distracters assess only one item at a time (i.e. no distracters such as “Both
          B and C are correct,” or “A is correct, but not C.”)?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  4. Does the item include one and only one correct or clearly best answer?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  5. Have the distracters “all of the above,” “none of the above,” as well as “all,” “never,” and

         “always” been avoided?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  6. Does the stem include as much of the item as possible, without including irrelevant

          material?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  7. Is the stem stated in positive form (except safety-related content, which may use negative

          terms in the stem, since remembering an exception to the rule is important)?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  8. If a negative item is used, is the negative term capitalized, or in italic or bold type?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  9. Are the distracters worded clearly and concisely?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  10. Are the distracters of similar length and about a similar class or category of content?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  11. Are the distracters in a logical order, such as chronological or alphabetical order?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  12. Is the item free from clues as to which response is correct?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  13. Are the distracters parallel (i.e. all begin with nouns, verbs, etc. and all are equally 

            general or specific)?  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  14. Are the grammar, punctuation, and spelling correct?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  15. Has textbook wording been avoided?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  16. Has unnecessarily difficult vocabulary been avoided?

	To do
	To avoid

	1. If possible, write as a direct question.

2. If an incomplete sentence is used, be sure
that

· It implies a direct question

· The alternatives come at the end (rather than in the middle) of a sentence.

3. In items testing definitions, place the word or term in the stem and use definitions or descriptions as alternatives.


	1. Avoid extraneous, superfluous, and non-functioning words and phrases that are mere window dressing.

2. Avoid phrasing the test item so that the personal opinion of the trainee is an option.

3. Avoid cluing or linking test items (i.e., having the correct answer to one test item clued or linked to the correctness of the answer of a previous test item).


